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Please amend claim 18 as follows: 

1. (Allowed) A process of preparing membrane vesicles from die culture 
supernatant of a biological sample, wherein said biological sample comprises membrane vesicles 
produced by antigen presenting cells that have been sensiti2ed to one or more selected antigens, said 
method comprising at least 

a filtration of the culture supernatant, followed by a tangential ultrafiltration to 
produce a biological sample enriched with membrane vesicles; 

an anion exchange chromatography treatment performed under pressure of the 
enriched sample followed or preceded by gel permeation chromatography of said enriched sample; 
and 

a sterilising filtration step. 

2. (Allowed) Process according to claim 1, wherein said anion exchange 
chromatography is performed on a support functionaHsed with a quaternary amine. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Allowed) Process according to claim' 1, wherein the biological sample is 
selected from a biological fluid, a culture supernatant, a cell lysate and a pre-purified solution. 

5. (Allowed) A process of preparing membrane vesicles from a biological sample, 
wherein said process comprises at least: 
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a) the culture of a population of membrane vesicles producing antigen presenting cells 
under conditions enabling the release of vesicles, wherein said antigen presenting cells have been 
sensitized to one or more selected antigens, 

b) a filtration of the culture supernatant of the cells, followed by a tangential 
ultrafiltration to prepare a sample enriched with membrane vesicles, 

c) an anion exchange chromatography treatment performed under pressure and a gel 
permeation chromatography treatment of the sample, and 

d) a sterihsing filtration step of the sample. 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Allowed) Process according to claims 5, wherein the enrichment step also 
comprises a clarification stage. 

8. (Allowed) Process according to claim 5, wherein the enrichment step comprises 
an affinity chromatography step. 

9. (Allowed) Process according to claim 5, characterised in that the enrichment 
step comprises a centrifugation step realized at a speed below lOOOg or a filtration. 

10. (CanceUed) 

11. (CanceUed) 

12. (CanceUed) 

13. (AUowed) Process according to claim 1, wherein the membrane vesicles have a 
diameter between approximately 60 and 90 nm. 
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14. (Allowed) Process according to claim 1, wherein die antigen presenting cells 
comprise dendritic cells, B lymphocytes, macrophages or mastocytes. 

15. (Allowed) Process according to claim 5, characterised in that the membrane 
vesicles are vesicles produced by human dendritic cells. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currendy Amended) A process of preparing membrane vesicles, characterised in 
that it comprises the following steps: 

a) obtaining a population of immature dendritic cells sensitized to one or more selected 
antigens, 

b) culturing the dendritic cells under conditions enabling the production of membrane 
vesicles, 

c) treating the culture supernatant of said cells to produce a biological sample enriched 
with membrane vesicles by a filtration of the culture supernatant followed by a tangential 
ultrafiltration, 

d) purifying the membrane vesicles using a process comprising at least an anion exchange 
chromatography treatment performed under pressure and a gel permeation chromatography of the 
sample, and, 

e) a c;fpri1iRing filfratinn stfep nf the sample 
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19. (AUowed) Process according to claim 18, characterised in that the dendritic cells 
are obtained from a biological sample from a subject. 

20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (AUowed) Process according to claim 18, characterised in that during step b), 
die dendritic cells are cultured under conditions stimulating membrane vesicle production. 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Allowed) Process of preparing membrane vesicles ftom a biological sample, 
characterised in that it comprises: 

a) die culture of a population of membrane vesicle producing tumoral cells under 
conditions enabling the release of vesicles, 

b) a membrane vesicle enrichment step comprising a filtration followed by a tangential 
ultrafiltration, 

c) an anion exchange chromatography treatment performed under pressure and a gel 
permeation chromatography treatment of the sample, and 

d) a sterilising filtration step of the sample. 

27. (Allowed) Process according to claim 26, wherein the tumoral cells are himian 
tumoral cells. 
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The pending claims in this case have been allowed. Claim 1 7 is indicated as allowed in error. 
Applicants have corrected claim 1 8, and respectfully request entry of this amendment. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or comments, she is invited to call the vindersigned 
representative of Applicants at 949/567-6700. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ORRICK, HERRINGTON & SUTCLIFFE LLP 



Dated: November 5, 2004 
KTM/LF 

4 Park Plaza, Suite 1600 
Irvine, CA 92614 
949/567-6700 Telephone 
949/567-6710 Facsimile 
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